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39—EXPLANATION FOR CMYK COLOR CHART
DISCUSSION*

*For more information, see general guidelines on pages A-i to A-v.
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A00 AA0 A10 A20 A30 A40 A50 A60 A70 AX0

A0A AAA A1A A2A A3A A4A A5A A6A A7A AXA

A01 AA1 A11 A21 A31 A41 A51 A61 A71 AX1

A02 AA2 A12 A22 A32 A42 A52 A62 A72 AX2

A03 AA3 A13 A23 A33 A43 A53 A63 A73 AX3

A04 AA4 A14 A24 A34 A44 A54 A64 A74 AX4

A05 AA5 A15 A25 A35 A45 A55 A65 A75 AX5

A06 AA6 A16 A26 A36 A46 A56 A66 A76 AX6

A07 AA7 A17 A27 A37 A47 A57 A67 A77 AX7
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Generic lookup-table number
shown in upper left-hand

corner of box (can be used
to access a particular
color from a shadeset)

CMYK (K = 0) value shown
below box (see left side of
diagram for explanation of

abbreviations used)

Abbreviations used to
specify CMY values

This diagram explains how to use the new CMYK Color Chart, which is enclosed in the sleeve on the inside back cover of this standard volume. 
For more specific information on the use of color (and patterns) on geologic maps, see Section 5, entitled "Guidelines for Map Color and Pattern 
Selection," in the accompanying introductory text.
This new CMYK Color Chart was designed in Adobe Illustrator 8.0.1 (Macintosh) to closely replicate the colors on the U.S. Geological Survey's 
original offset-printed process-ink color chart, entitled "Printing Colors and Screens in Use by the U.S. Geological Survey for Geologic and 
Hydrologic Maps" [yellow/magenta/cyan version], which has long been used at the USGS for choosing colors on geologic maps. The new color 
chart contains the same colors that were in the original offset-printed USGS color chart; however, the old color codes indicating the YMC 
(yellow/magenta/cyan) values have been updated to show CMYK (cyan/magenta/yellow, with K = 0) values, to conform to industry standards.
In addition, each color now has associated with it a generic look-up table number that can be used to access a particular color if it has been 
incorporated into a shadeset.




